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News By 
Degrees 

to advocate for women 
on issues nimbly.  I 
recently learned that 
AAUW sits on the fol-

lowing committees: 
White House Gender Policy 

Council - weekly call 
UN Women, UN entity for 

Gender Equality & the 
Empowerment of Women 

White House Equal Pay Sum-
mit with President & Mrs. 
Biden 

UN NGO (non-governmental 
org.) Commission on the 
Status of Women 

Speaker Pelosi’s Women’s 
History Month Celebra-
tion 

Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research (IWPR) Power 
Summit 

UN Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs special 
consultative status 

(continued on next page) 

A new year always gets me 
thinking about new possibili-
ties and opportunities.  
AAUW certainly has fed that 
itch.  So much is in the works.  
Mary and Lynn have great 
programming ideas.  The next 
two with the library you 
should have received an email 
followed up by this newsletter.  
Public Policy is hopping both 
nationally and in Illinois.  We 
ended 2022 with the celebra-
tion of the passage of the 
Pregnant Workers Fairness 
Act and begin the year with 
marking the anniversary of the 
Roe v. Wade decision.  Work 
continues on the student loan 
repayment issues.  AAUW IL 
is supporting local branches 
when efforts to disrupt library 
or school boards arise.
 Equity Pay Day is 
March 15.  (Ruth Bader Gins-
burg’s birthday.)  The board is 

actively planning an 
event so save the 
date.  Our interest 
groups have 
brought additional opportuni-
ties for learning, discussion 
and connection to women, 
their struggles, triumphs, con-
tributions, cultures, and their 
roles in history.  The conven-
tion is coming up too. I al-
ready have my hotel reserva-
tions.  I hope others will con-
sider joining me.  We will also 
continue with our successful 
fundraising efforts.  Judy has 
included the order form for 
the spring flowers and Sue has 
a Jewel card fundraiser.  Be-
cause of these fundraisers last 
year we were able to support a 
scholarship at Harper and 
send in $1150 to the Greatest 
Needs fund.  By contributing 
in this way, we help national 

President’s Message 

  Upcoming General Meetings & Branch Programs 

              **Thursday, February 16,  An evening with William Kent Krueger, Author of New York 
Times bestseller This Tender Land   One Book, One Community; Live stream or in person with the author at 
the Prairie Art Center; Branch meeting to follow on Zoom 
 
It’s 1932, along the banks of Minnesota’s Gilead River. Odie and his brother Albert are orphans confined to the Lin-
coln Indian Training School, a pitiless place where hundreds of Native American children, forcibly separated from their 
parents, are sent to be educated. Forced to flee after committing a terrible crime, Odie, Albert, their best friend Mose 
and a brokenhearted little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe, journeying into the unknown and searching for a 
place to call their own. With the feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an enthralling, big-hearted epic that shows 
how the magnificent American landscape connects us all, haunts our dreams and makes us whole.  
 
The program will be live at the Al Larson Prairie Center for the Arts and live streamed simultaneously through the 
Schaumburg Library.  We will have a discussion with AAUW members that listen via the live stream after the 
presentation.  A Zoom link for post presentation discussion will be sent out at a later date.  Note - if you plan 
to live stream the presentation go to the stdl.org site a few minutes before 7:00 and click the streaming link on 
the registration page.  
 
Registration link: https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/events?id=7446110 
        -Mary and Lynn, more upcoming programs continued on page 2 and page 3 

Upcoming Events 

• Celebrating Women, 
February 13, 1pm 

• General Meeting, fol-
lows online program, 
February 16, 7pm 

• Novel Approach: 
   February 20, 1pm 

• Online program, 
March 1, preregister 

• Flower Order Due to 
Judy Lewis, March 13 

• Equity Pay Day, 
March 15 

• Novel Approach:      
March 20, 1pm 

• Online program, 
March 24, 10am, 
(preregister with Lynn) 

• Flower pick up, Gene-
vieve, home, May 19 

https://catalog.schaumburglibrary.org/Record/1539441
http://stdl.org/
https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/events?id=7446110
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Let’s recognize the United Nations 

International Day of Women and 

Girls in Science in February by dis-

cussing a compelling and insightful doc-

umentary, “Picture a Scientist.” It focus-

es on three brilliant women scientists 

who have faced sexual harassment and 

gender bias in the workplace through 

the years and their efforts to expose it. 

Watch on Netflix or PBS with a Pass-

port membership. If these options don’t 

work for you, watch “Women in Science 

Profiles,” short videos on the PBS web-

site.  Also, you may want to share a sto-

ry you know about a woman scientist. 

Join us via Zoom on Monday, Feb 13 at 

1pm. Kathy & Peg   https://

www.un.org/en/observances/women-

and-girls-in-science-day 

 
AAUW is at these tables because 
it is an important and well-
respected advocate for women’s 
issues.  Going into 2023, I can 
see the value that AAUW creates 
from the contributions of my 
time and dollars to this branch 
and organization.  I hope that as 
you are sharing your experience 
with AAUW with neighbors or 
friends, you see a similar value.  
Maybe your neighbors want 
some Jewel gift cards or recon-
sider purchasing spring flowers.  
Maybe your friend would like to 
try out our branch and consider 
joining.  It is a new year with 
new possibilities. - Genevieve 

President’s 
Message (cont.) 

Celebrating 
Women: Feb 13  

 

 

 
Our next Jewel Gift Card order will 
be placed on Monday, February 13  
Th.  
 
If you would like to be included in 
this order, please let me know the 
denominations that you would like 
to order ($5 to $250 per gift card).  
Please make your check payable to 
Schaumburg Area AAUW and mail 
to Barb by February 13. If you have 
any questions about the cards, please 
call or email me.  
 
Thank you for your continued sup-
port of this easy fundraiser. Our 
branch receives proceeds of 5 per-
cent on each total order that we 
place. Sue 

Jewel Fundraiser: 
Feb 13 deadline 

Branch programs (cont.) 

Online Program:  The Weird & Wonderful World of Mary Roach - with Author Analee Newitz 
Wednesday, March 1  7 - 8 p.m. 
 
Experience an entertaining and hilarious evening with New York Times best-selling science author Mary Roach - de-
spite her claim that “people call me a science writer, though I don't have a science degree and sometimes have to 
fake my way through interviews with experts I can't understand!” Roach will discuss her frank approach to science, 
the importance of humor and explore the weird, wonderful world in which we live. 
 
Dubbed “America’s funniest science writer” by The Washington Post, Roach has explored topics from the curious lives 
of human cadavers, packing to visit space, the afterlife, the alimentary canal and more. Roach claims to have no hob-
bies, but enjoys bird-watching, hiking, playing scrabble and watching late-night Animal Planet. 
 
Author Annalee Newitz will join Mary Roach in conversation. Newitz has a Ph.D. in English and American Studies 
from UC Berkeley and is one half of the hilarious podcast "Our Opinions are Correct". On their show, Newitz 
delves into the weird, wonderful and nerdy framework of science in pop culture.  
 
Registration link below: 
https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/events?id=7799235 

https://www.schaumburglibrary.org/events?id=7799235
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2023 AAUW-IL, 98th State Convention  

Friday - Saturday, May 5 - 6, 2023 

Embassy Suites by Hilton East Peoria Riverfront Hotel & Conference Center, 

East Peoria, IL 

Plan to join AAUW friends and colleagues from around the state at the 2023 AAUW-IL Convention in East Peoria. The 

rooms at the Embassy Suites are truly a suite with a separate bedroom, a fold out sofa in the front room, and a shared 

bath in between. Very conducive to bringing a friend to the conference. We are lucky enough to be using the 2022 prices. 

You can use this link today to reserve your room AAUW IL Convention 2023 Embassy Suites  or you may call 1-800-

EMBASSY and use the code AUW.  

Please mark your calendars and watch for additional details in Connection and on the AAUW-IL website. You won’t want 

to miss this annual meeting where together we advance the AAUW mission. 

Reach out to me, yes me, I am working with Becky Glimco, AAUW IL Program Chairs, for questions aauwilpro-

grams@gmail.com 

RESERVE A 
ROOM TODAY  
(Right Click here) 

The Legacy of  May Watts  March 24, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Online program through the Morton Arboretum  

 

What does it mean to be an older woman working in conserva-
tion? Join this lecture at The Morton Arboretum and celebrate the 
lasting influence of May Watts, one of the twentieth century’s 
great conservationists, and explore what this legacy means for 
women today who are seeking to make a difference. 
May Theilgaard Watts, the beloved naturalist, writer, poet, illustra-
tor, and educator, was an influential figure in conservation, and 
she completed her most important conservation work in her later 
years. Watts began teaching at The Morton Arboretum in her late 
forties, where her tireless work engaging others with the natural 
world had a ripple effect that still influences the Chicago region 
80 years later. When she was age sixty-six, her classic 
book, Reading the Landscape, was published. In her seventies, her 
dedicated activism led to the creation of the Illinois Prairie Path, a 
rails-to-trails program that continues today.  
In a field historically dominated by men, May Watts made a mark 
advocating for conservation and inspiring future generations to 
take up the work as naturalists, writers, and educators. No matter 
what your age or gender identity, you’ll be inspired by Watts’ sto-
ry. 
This program meets in person at The Morton Arboretum and will 
also be broadcast live online via Zoom. 
*Please send your RSVP to Lynn so the branch can send in 

Watts at the 

Indiana Dunes 

State Park Oc-

tober 1957  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3Fctyhocn%3DPIAESES%26groupCode%3DAUW%26arrivaldate%3D2023-05-05%26departuredate%3D2023-05-06%26cid%3DOM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLi
mailto:aauwilprograms@gmail.com
mailto:aauwilprograms@gmail.com
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
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      Let your friends and family know about the plant 

sale and the Jewel card option. Judy S and Judy L will 

be sending a user friendly form for you to use soon. 

Thank you to Judy S and Sue S for championing these efforts to support 

AAUW Greatest Needs and a student at Harper College.   

SUPPORT OUR 
BRANCH 
FUNDRAISERS 

Novel Approach February and March 

 

Finding Me: A Memoir by Viola Davis  
Discussion: February 20 
 

This fascinating book is narrated by the accomplished ac-
tress, Viola Davis, of How to Get Away with Murder, The 
Help, and Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, where she has earned 
an Academy, Emmy, two Tonys, and Screen Actors Guild 
awards.  Listed by Time Magazine as one of the 100 most 
influential people in the world, Viola Davis introduces a lit-
tle girl who ran from her oppressive past until she made a 
life-changing decision to stop running forever.  It takes you 
from a crumbling apartment in Central Falls, Rhode Island 
to the stage in New York City and beyond.  Viola searches 
to find her purpose in life and her voice in a world where 
she was initially overlooked and rejected.  She continues to 
show courage on her quest to find self-love.  She shows us 
where her heart, determination, grit, and resilience were 
born.  This is an extremely inspiring, moti-
vational, and joyous book to read that will 
captivate your heart right from the begin-
ning making it extremely hard to put 
down.  
  
Judy S.  

 

Take my Hand  by Dolen Perkins-Valdez 
Discussion: March 20 
 
In 1973, fresh out of nursing school,Civil Townsend be-
gins work at the Montgomery Family Planning Clinic 
where she hopes to help African American women make 
their own choices about their bodies.  She is stunned 
when her first patients are 11- and 13-year-old virgins 
who have been put on  birth control by a government 
agency.  Things get worse for these girls.   
Inspired by true events, Take My Hand by Dolen Perkins-
Valdez is a very moving novel about a disgraceful time in 
our country’s history.   
 
Join us on Zoom on Monday, March 20 at 1 pm for the 
discussion.    
 
Carol  

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PIAESES&arrivalDate=2023-05-05&departureDate=2023-05-06&groupCode=AUW&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____8EafcoOgrigd0_fS9tcCa9rotIIFCbEXF5qtM_PZ_w0EA8RU
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Refer to AAUW-IL for complete application, https://aauw-il.aauw.net/ 
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